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Technology  Transfer  Award,  staff  participation 
mark  fourth  annual  awards  program 
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This  year  s  winners. 

Staff  had  an  opportunity  to  applaud  col- 
leagues for  their  outstanding  achieve- 
ments at  the  Research  Council's  fourth 
annual  awards  ceremony,  held  March  18. 
Calgary  staff  were  included  via  a  satellite 
video  connection  in  the  afternoon 
ceremony. 

The  1991  event  also  included  introduc- 
tion of  a  new  Technology  Transfer  Award. 
Another  first  was  the  involvement  of  an 
Alberta  industrial  client  in  the  ceremonies. 

Ben  Berg,  president  of  Dataspan  Tech- 
nology Inc.,  presented  the  first-ever  Tech- 
nology Transfer  Award  to  the  Dataspan 
Joint  Research  Venture  team  from  Ad- 
vanced Computing  and  Engineering. 

Of  the  award,  he  said,  "Dataspan  is  now 
probably  the  leading  contractor  to  the 
Canadian  Centre  for  Mapping,  having 
won  five  of  the  last  eight  contracts 
awarded.  Staffing  is  also  at  57  people,  as 
compared  to  28  when  the  joint  research 
venture  first  got  started.  Therefore,  the 
results  of  the  joint  venture  have  certainly 


contributed  to  Dataspan's  growth.  It  is  fair 
to  say  that  the  results  achieved  by  the  joint 
venture  and  from  the  technology  transfer 
have  put  Dataspan  squarely  on  the  map." 

At  the  evening  banquet,  held  this  year  at 
the  Westin  Hotel,  Fred  Bradley,  M.L.A. 
and  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
commended  the  Research  Council's 
achievers. 

"The  government,  which  has  been  very 
generous,  can  provide  the  funds  for  re- 
search facilities;  the  Board  of  Directors 
can  give  you  broad  directions  in  terms  of 
policies;  management  and  senior  manage- 
ment can  manage;  but  it  is  really  the  staff 
who  make  the  Alberta  Research  Council 
work  and  hum." 

The  Honorable  Fred  Stewart,  minister 
of  Technology,  Research  and  Telecom- 
munications, added  his  own  praise. 

"On  behalf  of  our  ministry  and  indeed 
the  people  of  Alberta,  I  say  congratula- 
tions and  express  to  you  the  appreciation 
from  Albertans  for  what  you  are  doing  for 


this  province  and  Canada  as  you  carry  out 
your  work. 

"People  make  the  difference.  I  am  so 
pleased  that  the  Alberta  Research  Council 
recognizes  that.  In  this  room  are  people 
who  are  the  epitome  of  the  word  excel- 
lence. The  Alberta  Research  Council,  in 
itself,  with  its  reputation,  is  excellence." 

Dr.  Clem  Bowman,  president,  con- 
cluded the  evening's  festivities  by  ex- 
pressing his  pleasure  at  the  level  of  staff 
interest  and  participation  in  the  awards 
program. 

"It  takes  awhile  for  an  awards  program 
to  get  established  as  part  of  the  culture  of 
an  organization.  Something  happened  this 
afternoon  that  was  quite  different.  The  ap- 
plause was  sudden,  loud,  long  and  con- 
tinuous. You  could  see  that  the  friends  and 
associates  of  the  award  winners  were  real- 
ly deeply  moved  by  the  accomplishments 
of  their  colleagues. 
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AWARDS  OF  EXCELLENCE 


Professional  staff 


Dr.  Petre  Toma 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

Introduced  by  Dr.  Ernest  Wiggins, 
past  president  (excerpts  of  speech) 


"For  Dr.  Toma's  consistent  contributions 
in  leadership  and  innovation  throughout 
his  15  years  with  the  Oil  Sands  and 
Hydrocarbon  Recovery  Department.  And 
for  his  role  in  building  the  Research 
Council's  world  class  reputation  in  areas 
such  as  thermal  recovery  processes,  physi- 
cal modelling,  multi-phase  flow  and,  more 
recently,  well  bore  phenomena. 

"There  are  his  concepts  for  establishing 
horizontal  communication  paths  in  oil 
sand  reservoirs,  using  techniques  such  as 
jet  drilling,  followed  by  gravel  packing, 
which  seem  to  have  tremendous  potential. 
Then  there  are  the  methods  of  either 
removing  or  preventing  settled  solids  in 
horizontal  wells.  Last,  but  not  least,  is  Dr. 
Toma's  work  on  sand  exclusion  and,  par- 
ticularly, the  use  of  the  steel  wool 
sandwich  filters." 


Technical  staff 


Dan  Wispinski 


Manufacturing  Technologies  Department 

Introduced  by  Dr.  Clem  Bowman, 
president  (excerpts  of  speech) 

"Dan  is  from  the  Manufacturing  Tech- 
nologies Department.  His  achievement,  on 
which  the  award  is  based,  is  the  develop- 
ment of  a  testing  procedure  called,  "Stand- 
ard Test  Method  for  the  Identification  of 
Hydrocarbon  Components  in  automotive 
gasoline,  using  Gas  Chromatography."  In 
October,  1990  this  method  received  the 
approval  of  the  Canadian  General  Stand- 
ards Board  (CGSB)  and  is  now  used  as  the 
method  for  identifying  and  characterizing 
400  components  in  Canadian  automotive 
gasolines. 

"The  Gasoline  and  Oil  Testing 
Laboratory  has  received  a  $50,000  con- 
tract from  the  Petroleum  Association  for 
Conservation  of  the  Canadian  Environ- 
ment (PACE)*  and  also  from  Environment 
Canada  as  a  direct  result  of  the  develop- 
ment of  this  test.  Acceptance  of  this  test 
clearly  puts  the  Alberta  Research  Council 
at  the  leading  edge  of  automotive  gasoline 
chromatography." 

*The  organization  has  since  changed  its 
name  to  the  Canadian  Petroleum  Products 
Institute  (CPPI). 


Support  staff 


Heather  Onuczko 

Administrative  Services  Department 

Introduced  by  Dr.  Clem  Bowman, 
president  (excerpts  from  speech) 


"Heather  is  a  key  member  of  the  Ad- 
ministrative Services  team.  She  has  a 
global  perspective  of  the  Research  Council 
and  is  constantly  considering  how  proces- 
ses and  decisions  affect  our  operations. 
The  organization's  copying  facilities  rep- 
resent a  major  investment  and  comprise  a 
complex  system  of  machines  and  people. 
Heather,  on  her  own,  has  thoroughly 
studied  our  copier  systems  and  has  made  a 
number  of  important,  detailed  recommen- 
dations on  how  to  improve  the  service. 

"She  is  one  of  the  informal  leaders  in  the 
organization.  Staff  go  to  her  for  advice, 
training  and  direction,  on  areas  ranging 
from  budget  preparation,  use  of  the  on-line 
performance  appraisal  system,  and 
problems  with  the  telephone  directories. 
There  is  no  doubt  Heather  is  committed  to 
the  Research  Council.  The  organization  is 
a  high  priority  for  her.  She  often  works  late 
at  night  and  on  the  weekend  to  meet  com- 
mitments for  staff,  management,  external 
clients,  vendors  and  for  all  our 
stakeholders." 
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TECHNOLOGY  TRANSFER  AWARD 


Brian  Schack,  Roy  Masrani, 

Breen  Liblong,  and  Greg 

Sidebottom  (photo  not  available) 

Advanced  Computing  and  Engineering 
Department  -  Dataspan  Joint  Research 
Venture  Project  team 

Introduced  by  Ben  Berg,  president  of 
Dataspan  (excerpts  of  speech) 

"The  two-year  joint  research  venture  be- 
tween the  Alberta  Research  Council  and 
Dataspan  of  Calgary  was  established  in 
1988  to  develop  an  automated  document 
conversion  software  system.  From 
Dataspan 's  or  a  commercial  point  of  view, 
the  joint  venture  was  an  unqualified  suc- 
cess. Dataspan  presently  uses  this  technol- 
ogy or  software  in  a  revenue  service 
bureau  environment.  We  provide  conver- 
sion services  to  a  number  of  industries, 
such  as  forestry,  cartographic,  and 
hydrographic,  as  well  as  federal  and 
provincial  governments. 

"In  addition  to  using  the  technology  in  a 
service  bureau  environment,  we  recently 
listed  the  software  with  several  hardware 
manufacturers.  As  a  result,  Dataspan  has 
received  more  than  16  expressions  of  in- 
terest from  around  the  world  regarding  the 
availability  of  the  software.  The  technol- 


ogy is  recognized  today  as  one  of  the  best 
products  available  for  cartographic  docu- 
ment conversion  by  the  GIS  (Geographic 
Information  Systems)  industry.  As  you 
may  know,  GIS  is  reputed  to  be  the  largest 
computer  application  to  ever  have  come 
along. 

"Dataspan  would  not  have  had  these 
successes  were  it  not  for  the  Dataspan/Re- 
search  Council  venture  and  the  resulting 
technology  transfer.  Even  more  important, 
we  would  not  have  had  the  technology 
transfer  without  the  project  staff  who 
worked  so  well  together  over  the  term  of 
the  joint  venture." 


Dr.  V.S.V.  (Raj)  Rajan 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 


"A  Study  of  Bitumen  Recovery  by  Gravity 
Drainage  Using  Low  Temperature  Soluble 
Gas  Injection"  -  awarded  Best  Paper  pub- 
lished in  the  Canadian  Journal  of  Chemical 
Engineering.  The  award  was  made  at  the 
first  Chemical  Institute  of  Canada  (CIC) 
Congress  and  the  40th  Canadian  Chemical 
Engineering  Conference,  held  in  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  on  July  19,  1990. 

Sharing  the  award  with  Dr.  Rajan  were 
coauthors.  Dr.  Steve  G.  Dunn  and  Dr. 
Emil  H.  Nenniger  of  Hatch  Associates. 


Dr.  Clem  Bowman  presents  Mr.  Ben  Berg,  president  of  Dataspan,  with  a  certificate  and 
technology  tranter  memento. 
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PATENTS 


Dr.  Lars  Bach 

Forestry  Department 

Canadian  Patent  1,275,620  -  "High  Den- 
sity Corrugated  Waferboard  Panel 
Products" 


Dr.  Lars  Bach 

Forestry  Department 

Edward  Stark  (photo  not  available) 

vice-president,  BSL  Machine  Ltd. 

Canadian  Patent  1,273,557  -  "Process  and 
Apparatus  for  the  Manufacture  of  a  Cor- 
rugated Wafer  Board  Panel" 

Australian  Patent  594,712  -  "Pressing 
Corrugated  Particleboard  Panels" 


Dr.  Leszek  Ignasiak,  Dr.  Wanda 
Pawlak,  Dr.  Jerzy  Janiak,  and 
Al  Turak 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing 
Department 

U.S.  Patent  4,966,608  -  "Process  for 
Removing  Pyritic  Sulfur  from  Bituminous 
Coal" 


Dr.  Duncan  Currie 

Vice-president,  Development  and  Plan- 
ning (retired) 

Dr.  Mike  A.  Kessick 

(photo  not  available) 

Northern  Alberta  Institute  ofTechnology 
(NATT) 

Canadian  Patent  1,275,913  -  "Oil  Sands 
Mining" 
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SAFETY 


Individual  award 


Team  award 


Lisa  Hermanutz 


Forest  Products  Program  Group,  Forestry  Department 


Manufacturing  Technologies  Department       Front  row  ( l-r)  Leo  Regnier,  Roslyn  Grieve,  Kelly  Allen,  Shirley  Logan,  Grant  Reekie. 

  Back  row  ( l-r)  David  Kufeldt,  Doug  Coolidge,  Bruce  Mallas,  David  Bilyk,  Rob 

Wellwood,  Steve  Lee,  Pater  Taylor,  Steve  Kirincic.  Greg  Philp  was  unavailable  for  photo. 


EXTERNAL 
PROFESSIONAL 
AWARDS 


PROMOTIONS 


Helga  Petri 


AOSTRA  (Alberta  Oil  Sands  Technology 
and  Research  Authority)  Library  and  Infor- 
mation Services  (ALIS) 

Awarded  life  membership  in  the  Canadian 
Institute  of  Energy  (CIE)  for  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  institute  since  1984. 


Deborah  Henry 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

To  Research  Technologist  IV 


Gerald  Pierce 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

To  Research  Technologist  IV 
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ALBERTA  RESEARCH  COUNCIL  SCHOLARSHIPS 


Datong  Guo, 
University  of  Calgary 

Introduced  by  Dr.  Brian  Barge,  vice-presi- 
dent, Development  and  Planning,  Calgary 


INVITED  LECTURE 


Dr.  Leszek  Ignasiak 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing  Depart- 
ment 


For  the  Amoco-Argonne  Coal  Chemistry 
Research  Program  -  Distinguished  Semi- 
nar -  presented  at  the  Amoco  Research 
Centre  at  Naperville,  Illinois,  on  July  9, 
1990. 


"Datong  obtained  his  Bachelor's  degree  in 
Mechanical  Engineering  from  the  South 
China  Institute  of  Technology.  He  then 
spent  a  short  time  in  the  Masters  program 
at  the  University  of  Calgary.  Here,  it  was 
discovered  his  talents  were  so  exceptional 
that  he  transferred  directly  into  the  Ph.D. 
program  to  carry  out  research  in  an  area  of 
advanced  manufacturing.  In  line  with  the 
Alberta  Research  Council's  interests, 
Datong  is  currently  creating  new  concepts 
in  computer  science  and  linking  these  con- 
cepts to  manufacturing  environments." 

Sheila  Luther, 
University  of  Alberta 
(Karl  A.  Clark  Memorial) 

"Sheila  received  her  B.Sc.  in  Agriculture 
with  great  distinction  from  the  University 
of  Saskatchewan.  She  is  currently  working 
on  her  Masters  degree  through  the  Depart-  Moran,  head  of  Environmental  Research 
ment  of  Soil  Science,  University  of  Alber-  and  Engineering.  Through  this  stu- 
ta.  Sheila's  thesis  is  on  the  Mineralogy  and  dent/mentor  relationship,  the  Research 
Chemistry  of  By-products  in  Phosphate  Council  also  directly  benefits  from 
Fertilizer  Production.  Her  mentor  at  the  Sheila's  work." 
Alberta  Research  Council  is  Dr.  Steve 


PAAM  Award 


On  a  lighter  note,  the  President's  Award  for  Astonishing  Management 


Janis  Koehler 

Occupational  Health,  Safety  and  Hygiene 

For  decisive  action  following  an  accident  -  no  matter  how  it  hurts. 
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In  addition  to  holding  an  afternoon  ceremony  in  the  Mill  Woods  building,  award  or- 
ganizers established  a  satellite  video  connection  to  the  Calgary  ojfice. 


A  brief  description  of  the  categories  under 
which  staff  could  be  nominated  for  awards 
this  year  follows: 

Past  Presidents'  Awards  of 
Excellence 

Based  on  the  contribution  and  standards 
set  by  our  past  presidents,  the  award 
recognizes  professional  staff,  who  have 
attained  outstanding  performance  in  one 
or  more  of  research  development,  innova- 
tion and  business  development  in  any  area 
of  science  and  technology;  technical  staff 
for  outstanding  support  of  same;  and  sup- 
port staff  for  outstanding  support  to  the 
organization. 

Each  recipient  under  this  award 
category  is  presented  with  a  handsome 
plaque  and  $2,000  (up  from  $1,000  last 
year)  at  the  awards  ceremony. 

Technology  Transfer 

Designed  to  recognize  an  outstanding 
achievement  to  the  organization  through 
the  transfer  of  a  significant  technological 
activity  from  within  the  Research  Council 
into  the  private  or  public  sector.  A  winning 
submission  marks  a  significant  provincial, 
national  or  international  commercial,  so- 
cial or  public  benefit. 

Only  one  award  is  presented  each  year, 
except  in  the  case  of  a  tie.  The  award 
recipient  is  presented  with  a  memento  and 
$2,000  at  the  awards  ceremony.  The  com- 
pany making  use  of  the  technology  will 
also  receive  a  replica  of  the  memento  and 
a  framed  certificate. 

Patents 

Presented  to  staff  who  have  been  awarded 


continued  from  page  one 

"People  have  commented  to  me  that  this 
award  system  has  really  taken  hold.  It 
started  with  the  initiative  of  the  Board  to 
honor  the  staff  -  it  has  now  gone  far 
beyond  that. 

"It  is  ingrained  as  part  of  the  culture  of 
the  organization.  People  want  to  honor 
their  colleagues  for  their  achievements. 
This  is  what  makes  the  Research  Council 
the  kind  of  dynamic  organization  that  it 
is." 


a  patent.  The  award  complements  the  Re- 
search Council's  policy  of  providing  a 
financial  award  to  inventors.  The  financial 
award  is  made  in  two  installments,  at  the 
time  of  patent  application  and  at  the  time 
of  patent  award. 

Best  Paper 

This  award  acknowledges  those  profes- 
sionals who  have  received  "best  paper" 
awards  at  conferences.  The  work  reported 
in  these  papers  will  pertain  to  Alberta  Re- 
search Council  projects. 

External  Professional 

To  acknowledge  Alberta  Research  Coun- 
cil staff  who  have  been  recognized  by 
professional  bodies  for  the  valuable  con- 
tributions made  to  these  groups,  usually  on 
a  voluntary  basis. 

Invited  Lectures 

To  recognize  professionals  who  have  been 
invited  to  present  lectures  on  their  research 
work.  These  presentations  are  key  con- 
ference addresses,  or  a  lecture  which 
served  as  a  focal  point  for  a  conference. 

Safety 

Awarded  to  staff  showing  strong  commit- 
ment to  safety,  demonstrated  by  participa- 
tion in  training,  running  hazardous 
operations  safely,  and/or  introducing  new 
effective  practices;  and  staff  showing  out- 


standing response  to  an  emergency  situa- 
tion. Individual  and  team  awards  are 
presented. 

Promotion 

This  award  recognizes  the  dedication  and 
contribution  of  those  who  have  advanced 
to  the  most  senior  professional  or  technical 
level  in  the  organization,  namely.  Senior 
Research  Officer  or  Technologist  IV. 

Long-Term  Service 

To  recognize  those  individuals  who  have 
reached  25  years  of  service  with  the  Alber- 
ta Research  Council. 

Alberta  Research  Council 
Scholarships 

Presented  each  year  to  students,  who  are 
continuing  their  studies  at  the  University 
of  Alberta  and  the  University  of  Calgary. 
The  scholarships  are  designed  to  stimulate 
thesis  research  at  the  Masters  and  Ph.D. 
levels  -  to  ensure  the  best  qualified 
graduates  and  produce  tomorrow's 
leaders.  These  scholarships  are  significant 
in  value;  among  the  best  available  to 
graduate  students  in  Canada. 

Consistent  with  recent  corporate  plan- 
ning by  the  Research  Council,  the  scholar- 
ships also  are  a  tangible  aspect  of  the 
organization's  commitment  to  strengthen 
further  our  association  with  the  univer- 
sities and  technical  institutes. 
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